
 
This Knowledge Notes series examines boar management through behaviour, 

biology, and system thinking — focusing on what farms often overlook, but boars 
never forget. 

Knowledge Note 2 – Saliva, scent, and patience: reading boar 
behaviour correctly 

 

In boar management, saliva is not a minor detail. It is a meaningful physiological signal, 
particularly in heat-detection boars and during semen collection. 

A boar that is mentally settled and sexually engaged typically salivates, mouths objects, 
investigates the collection area, and maintains interaction. Salivation indicates that the brain is 
in the correct behavioural state. When saliva is reduced or absent, it is often an early sign of 
stress, distraction, or discomfort—even when the boar appears physically healthy. 

Scent also plays a critical role. Boars confirm context through smell. Sudden changes in 
odour—strong disinfectants, unfamiliar environments, or different stockpeople—can disrupt 



behaviour. A boar that has previously performed well may lose focus simply because the 
sensory cues no longer feel familiar or safe. 

 

Natural mating behaviour offers important insights into libido, focus, and how the 
boar perceives his surroundings. 

Another factor that is frequently underestimated is human patience. Ejaculation in boars can 
take anywhere from a few minutes to more than fifteen. Rushing, inconsistent handling, or 
changing technique mid-process can interrupt behavioural flow. In such cases, poor 
performance reflects human pressure rather than a limitation of the boar. 

Positive behaviours—approaching the collection area, investigating, vocalising, mounting, and 
maintaining engagement—should be read as indicators that the system is working. Negative 
behaviours—avoidance, excessive attention to the stockperson, lying down, or disturbed 
movement—are not “bad habits.” They are early warnings that the boar is not coping well with 
the situation. 

Reading boar behaviour does not require specialised equipment. It requires consistent 
observation without judgment. When behaviour is interpreted correctly, management 
adjustments can be made early, often preventing later declines in semen quality or fertility. 

Conclusion note:​
 Boar behaviour is an honest response to how the system feels from the boar’s point of view. 

​
 Source note: This Knowledge Note is a reinterpretation of 
field-based observations and practical insights from Dr John Carr, 
whose work consistently highlights the importance of behaviour, 
sensory cues, and human interaction in boar reproductive 
management. 
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